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tbe forrowful providence which is the occaſion | of "i 


our preſent meeting ! a beloved friend and brother 


ſnatched away from our fond wiſhes and hopes, a1. 


ter a ſhort illneſs, in the vigor of life and the 
midſt of his uſefulneſs, by an eee ſtroke, and 


We left to mourn in ſolitude the irreparable loſs of 855 85 5 | 


his company, inſtructious, prayers, e aud 4 


ſiftance in the work of the LoxD !—1t is among 3 
the dark and myſterious diſpenſations of bheaben. 
that while men of worthleſs and abandoned chara. 


tere, the peſts of ſociety, are ſpared, and often proſper 


in their wickedneſs, the Friends of virtue and Wt” 4 
mankind, who were pillars in church and ſigfe, 
and whoſe inſtrufions and example ſeemed to be 


neceſſary to ſupport the declining cauſe of truth & 


righteouſneſs, are taken away. We have an a. 


fefing inſtance of this now before our eyes.— 


Our friend, SPRING is no more hat cold life . 
leſs. CORSE, ſoon to be removed from our fight + © 
and lodged in the ſilent grave, is all that now re. 
mains of him whoin we ſo lately beheld with joy & © 
| a with the ardor of _ 1 The immor- 


„ 


: 8 : 5 \ 4 
* ; : 2 * f 
* ; ; . | 
9 * 0 L 4. * 
* L.A : 1 . 


WHY") 


1 os the On Jae n thr b. 
hy tabernacle and paſſed into the inviſible eternal | 
late, aud is now, we truſt, clothed wwith its houſe 

** From heaven, Fillen irh joy unſpeakable aud full 
glory -uniled with 23 aſſembly above in 
1 _ the bond of pure and everlaſting friendſhip, and 
Joining with them in their unceaſing ſongs of praiſe 
to God and the lamb.—We were pleaſing ourſelves 
with the fond hope that he wouldhave been ſpa- 
red for ycars to come, to 404 ft us in our cares and la- 
hors, and to comfort us under the calamities of 
time—and if our wiſhes and prayers could have 
prevailed he would not have died. But the de- 

cree of heaven is Fulfilled—T he will of the great 

Jebovab, the ſovereign of life, is done.—The ir- 
revocable ſentence of Bes, paſſed on man for diſ- 
F obedience, is executed. — 7% warfare is accom- 
 plihed—ls there not an appointed time unto man 

pon earth? Are not his days like the days of an 

Hireling? Thou Lord haſt determined his bounds 

that he cannot paſs. But tho the life of our be- 
loved friend and brother was not prolonged to that 
diftant period our wiſhes pointed out, yet if e 
is the grey hair, and an unſpotted life is old age, 
be may be ſaid in the beſt ſenſe to have lived Dn 

Death has cloſed a life; ſhort according to our com 

putalion of time, which yet has been r flleg up with 
Sn (2 uſe CY =_ haps ts N 3 


35 x 4 5 ©. FB on 
How, > fru, ive and, , is, the 31010 e 1 


a e 40 our view |! 


thee my Brother. Very ieren Faſt 1 Dr 5 g | 


unto me. Thy Friendſhip Was. und: ſſembled and 
| uniform—Thy benevolence and cheerfulneſs. in our. 
ſocial mterviews were a corgial to our jaded pi 1 
riss, under the fati igues of of application. and the pen 
plexities of life. —But I ſhall fee thy face and 
hear thy dolce no more ! J boſe lips which fer jo m. 
ny years di iſpenſed the ſacred truths of religion from 
this Deſt with a becoming pathos aud zeal, and 
fed this beloved flock with ſpiritual inſiruction, are 
ſealed in death). Thoſ⸗ hands which brake . the 
bread of life and gave, it to the worthy commune, 
cants are now lifeleſs and inactive, and thoſe eyes 
which in every look pale the language of ſincerity + 
and friendſhip are cloſed in a long and diſmal night, © 


Be humbled O ye inhabitants of Kittery, and 
ye churches of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in- this 
town under the repeated frowns of heaven upon 
you in the removal of your beloved and highly 
eſteemed paſtors, in ſuch a quick ſucceſſion by 
the ſtroke ofdeath. You will find few ofa like 
| ſpirit with them who will naturally care for 

your ſtate, You cannot but ſenſibly feel the 
heavy ſtroke. The ſentiments of friendſhip as 


well as the ö and examples of our holy 
religion 


. 1 
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1 Wen it ft t to le the Affection of 7 


nature on ſuch melancholy occaſions. Jeſus 


himſelf wept with Martha and Mary at the grave : 
of their beloved friend Lazarus. Directed 2 


ſuch an example of chriſtian ſympathy & frien 


— ſhip we would join our tears with your effuſi- 
ons of ſorrow. While you deplore the loſs of 


a much eſteemed paſtor, a prudent counſellor, 


a faithful friend, a diligent examplary miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, a kind affectionate huſband and 


tender father, we lament the premature death 


of a beloved brother and fellow labourer in the 
vineyard of the Lord, with whom we took ſweet. 
counſel together to whom may be applied with 
as much propriety as to any one who has lately 
3 left this world the amiable character of Na- 


SFTHANIEL-—Behoid an Iſraelite indeed in whom 


1 there is no guile! 


May the great ſhepherd of the ſheep in his 
own good time repair the breach made upon 


vou by this ſtroxe. May that bleſſed and mer- 
Ciful being who has ſtiled himſelf the father of 
the fatherleſs and the widow's Gop and judge 


in his holy habitation be pleaſed to afford all 
needed ſupport and conſolation to the bereaved 
mourning many of our dear. deceaſed friend 


5 in their diſconſolate ſtate. 


After Paying chis ſmall tribute to the me- 
ory 
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mory 1 our friend and . TOW is: 3 | 
fore us to enjoy the reward of a faithful ſervant 
in the eternal kingdom of his Saviour and Lord, 


and mingling our tears of ſorrow. with yours? 


on the ſad occaſion, let us compoſe our minds 


to attend to the inſtruction the word of Gs 


affords us reſpecting the behaviour which is 


proper and becoming 1 in ſuch circumſtances, .Y 


which in general is a quiet humble reſig- 
nation to his holy righteous ſovereign will 
Of this e have an inſtructive. n ſet be- 

tore wa; =; TI 
 Lyvaricvs: xth. Craven, zd. — 


Wich I ſhall attempt to conſider for ub 
direction and improvement on the preſent N = of 


caſion. | 1 
« And AARON held his peace. 3 


JP" was an awful diſpenſation to which thoſe _ 
words refer: Aaron the brother of Mo/es, 

was the high prieſt under the jewiſh coe 
ſeparated by divine appointment to wait at the 

altar, and to offer prayers and ſacrifices to Gon 
for the people ; and the prieſthood was eſtab- 
Tiſhed in the line of his family throughout all ge- 
nerations. The offerings preſented to the 
Lord from time to time, were to be burnt not 


| with common. but lacxed fire, taken on, his 
R Altar, 


— 
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altar; which, actording to 1 de Won Was 
to be kept continually burning thereon for this 
_ purpoſe, as appears from the context, Chap. vr. 

12, 13; and immediate * was threatened 

as the puniſhment of making an offering With 

any other fire. Chap! xvi. 12. 

Now we are informed in the ſebntert Prete. 
ding that Nadab and Abibu, two ſons of Aarbn, 
-who were prieſts by lineal ſucceſſion, either | 
through inattention or contempt of che divine 
authority, offered incenſe on their cenſers before 
the Lord, which, contrary to his direction they 
kindled with common, in the context called 
ſtrange fire. To, teſtify his holy diſpleafure 
at their offence, and to make them an example 
and warning to others, he inflicted upon them 
a puniſhment adapted to the nature of their of- 
fence: and there went out fire from the Lord 
and devoured them, andithey died before the 


MN 3 Lord. This fire did not confume their bodies 


but only deprived therti inſtantaneouſly of life, 
for we read in the following context that Miſha- 
el and Elæaphan tlie ſons of Uzziel, the uncle 
of Aaron, by the order of Moſes carried the dead 
8 in their coats out of the camp. 

The fire then by which they were killed 
fiat be a flaſh of lightning. In this inſtance 
5 n owe how Jealous he is for the honor of 


his 


8 


t 


a lip Try FRO, angthär no oe Wl 
ligion but that Which is kindled at the facrefl 
fire of his altar; and which àriſes from ſup reme 
love to him and a regafd to his glory, not an? 
ſervices men perforni; unleſs donè in the 425 | 


ner he hath preſeribed, can” me pleaſing and 
cep! in his ſight. 3 
nce* tb Aaton, 
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It was ar alarmi ovid „ 
thits to have two done, in eee ee -- 
off by a ſudden ſtroke inthe midſf of their fin & 3 
rebellion againft Gop, as a public reftimony of | 
his diſpleaſure and had # tendency to ov en-. 
Whelm his mind with forrow. TO gua ard hich > 
againſt this; Moſes leads his views to the juſtice 
and holineſs of Gop in the tremendous a I 


| 
| 

75 N 

ſation. And Mofes ſaid unto Aaron, this: is 5 , | | | \ 
| 


rhat the Lordi ff pake, ſaying; F- wilt be ſanctified 
in the midft of them that core nigh me, and 
before all the people T Will be hey Be 
he commanded Nom and his Gary gs Fra 


mode 5 neither ey your: diere f ; Jeſt 170 BR 
die; and leſt wrath come "uſe all the pcbple. . 
. This'command' had its proper effect on Aar; 

it formed him to a gracious filence and fubmiſ= | (4 
ſiott under the ſore trying correction, expreſſed | || 
in the language of * tert. And Aaron hem 
his 
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his peace. Jem the. language of hu 1 
quieſcence in the  divine- will, ariſing. from A 
_ conviction of the juſtice and holineſs. of. Son 
| n the awful diſpenſation e 
We may therefore further conſider the 3 
for our inſtruction and i improvement we the 
; following obſervations. -,, 8 | 
I. + That good men, the friends of Gov. and 
_ . Heirs of future | happineſs, are liable, as well as 
1 to be viſited with great and ſore afflic- 
ons, for the trial of their aich and patience: 
ff For tho' in virtue of their union with Chriſt 
e they are delivered from the curſe of 
law, the ſting of death, the victory of the 
grave, and eternal condemnation, and all their 
| ations are the fruit of Gop's paternal love 
to them in Chriſt Jeſus; defigned. to promote 
their beſt good, and prepare them for a ſtate of 
immortal happineſs, yet as this preſent world is 
_ their ſtate o diſcipline and trial where they are 
in preparation ſor that happineſs, and as they 
have much remaining imperfection in their na- 
3 ture they are not exempted more than others 
4 from the calamities which are the common lot 
of mortals, but equally expoſed with others to 
poverty, pain, ſickneſs, bereavements and death. 
hey are delivered from the curſe that is in 
| afliction, byt not from alfliction itlelt. 35 far 
2 rom 


| from this, on N we Jew FINE ſhine of 
the moſt eminent characters on ſacred record 
were not more diſtinguiſhed for their piety than 
they-were by their great and peculiar trials. 
Affliction ſo far from being an evidence of 
the hatred, on the contrary, is the effect, of the 
| love of Gob to his people: For as a wiſe and | 
good father will correct his ſon when he ſees it 
neceſſary for his amendment, becauſe he les 
him and wiſhes his perfection and happineſs, ſo 
our father in heaven chaſtens every ſon whom 
he loveth, that he may leer my ways: AE DER 
yer of his holinefſs. . 
Abraham the friend 'of God Was ties to IE 
the trial of burying his beloved Sarah in a ſtrange 
land, and of ſacrificing his only ſon Iſaac, the 
heir of promiſe. David, the man aſter Gov's 
own heart, was viſited with a ſeries of diſtreſſing 
trials in his family. His ſon Amnon was guilty 
of the horrid ſin of inceſt with his own ſiſter; for 
which unnatural deed he was murdered by the 
contrivance of his brother Abſalom. Abſalom 


a darling ſon, «conſpired againſt the life and #1 


dignity of his father, baniſhed him from his 

Kingdom, and periſhed-in the midſt of his re- 
bellion. Another favourite ſon, Adonijah laid 
a plan to uſurp the throne after it had been e- 


e 10 divine direction on n Solomon, and | 


+64 G 5 | ; for. 


A 


"La + 


tor bis Folith 2 ffs? ph puniſhs 

At. 008 arc diſappointed where we 
have hes — , ctations, to reprove us for 
/ our ſinful depend 4 on creatures, and to teach 
15 ye 6 BF Gon ſhould be our only: confidence and 


_ |, Gopteſtified concerning his ſervant Job, that 
0 5, a perfect and upright man, none like 
m in all the earth, and yet he was called to 
paſs through ſuch a ſcene of great and compli- 
ſufferings as are without a Parallel, xcept- 
ing the ſufferings of the divine redeemer. His 
trials were not only great, hut came upon | 
in a quick ſucceſſion like the waves of the Sca, 
ep calling unto deep. His flocks, herds and 
ſervants were all ſuddenly deſtroyed by immedi. 
ate judgments of heaven, and his ſons and 
daughters in the midſt of their feaſting and mers 
riment. His own body was covered with noi- 
Joame ſores from the ſole of the foot to the crown 
of the head; he was cenſured and condemned 
by his friends who had been his moſt intimate 
| Fompanions in the ſeaſon of his proſperity, and 
yen deſpiſed by thoſe whom he would. not have 
5 with the dog's of his flock. Thus by a quick 
ſucceſſion of marxellous judgments he was fuds 
denly reduced from. affluence, caſe and honour, | 
19 . diſtteſß and. Ls And that 


Which 


© 13 5 1 

5 which) compleated this, dark and trying ſcene, | 
and added the keeneſtaccent to his ſorrows. Was 
his being deprived of a ſenſe of the diving favor 


and left to mourn an abſent God, exprefled in 


_ theſe plaintive ſtrains. Behold 1 forward, 
butqhe is not there, and backward, but cannot 
perceive him: on the left hand where he doth 
work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth him+ 
elf on the right hand that I cannot ſee him. 
Theſe inſtances not only ſhow that good men, 
and even fuch as are moſt eminent for piety, are 

liable to ſuffer all the calamities of human life 


in common with others, but ſometimes may be 


diſtinguiſhed by the greatneſs of their we ry 

and therefore that we can make no. judgment 
of the ſtate of others, whether they are ſaints 
or ſinners, friends or enemies of Gop, from the 
viſible diſpenſations of his providence toward 
them; for as the preacher ſays, no man know. - 
eth either love. or hatred by all that is before 


them, by the common courſe of providences 


all — come alike to all; there is one event 
to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the 
good and to the clean, and to the unclean to 
him that ſacrificeth and him that ſacrificeth not: 
as is the good ſo is the ſinner; and he that 
ſweareth as he that feareth an oath. And our 
rr Corredts that common miſtake, JuCging 


% 


— 
—— 


4 


he moral late Gf men from the niipen arise of 
heaven toward them ; as if temporal proſperity: 
F. were a mark of the favor, and adverſity of the 
= Giſpleaſurc of Gop, and that great ſufferers are 
great ſinners. - And Jeſus ſaid to thoſe who 
told of the Galileans whoſe blood Pilate min- 
gled with their ſacrifices, ſuppoſe ye that theſe 
_ Galileans were finners above all the Galileans 
becauſe they ſuffered ſuch- things? I tell you 
nay; but except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſi or thoſe eighteen on whom the tower 
of Siloam fell and ſlew them, think ye that they 
were ſinners ahove all men that dwelt in Jeruſa- 
lem? tell you nay ; but except ye repent, ye 
mall all likewiſe periſh.— Great trials and 
ſufferings ſo far from being an evidence 
that thoſe who are viſited with them are great- 
er ſinners than other men or marked as objects 
of divine diſpleaſure, on the contrary are matter 
of divine promiſe in the new covenant to belie- 
vers. If his children forſake my law and walk 
not in my judgments; if they break my ſtatutes 
and keep not my commandments : Then will T 
viſit their tranſgreſſion with a rod and their/in- 
iquity with ſtripes many are the afflictions of 
the righteous. And the apoſtle Paul in the 
name of chriſtians ſays, through much tribulati- 
on we muſt enter into the * of SI — 


25 Ag 3 1 the firſt a 4 | 


parent and head of of the human race, and in 
conſequence of our connexion with him, we are 
liable from the moment we enter on this preſent 
ſtate-of exiſtence to ſuffer calamity. and death. 


It is the ſad inheritance he hath entailed on all 
his poſtetity : But if we are chriſtians and heirs 


of future happineſs we may expect that afflicti- 


ons of one kind or other will be our certain lot . 
in ſuch a world as this. Though Gop may r 
a time ſuffer thoſe who are enemies to him to 
go on with impunity in the ways of their oπ n 
hearts, and even to prof; per in their wickedneſs, 


yet he will not ſuffer ſin in his own children, but 
will viſit them with the rod of correction be- 


cauſe he loves them: So that the neceſſity of 


their ſuffering affliction ariſes partly from their 
.connexion with the firſt man who by his offence © 
brought ſin and death into this world ;—partly, 


from the enmity; of the world againſt them, 


who will hate and perſecute them that are born 


after the ſpirit, and partly from the remains of. - 


corruption in their nature which make afflicti- 


ons the proper means to cure their moral diſor- 


ders, to recover them from apoſtaſies, to puri: 
refine and cxalt their nature, and to vn 
them for a ſtate of everlaſting felicity. 


This Dalat, our condition in the preſent world © = 


cog 


tate man, the 5 
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tar we are bor to trouble A8. the ſparks fy 
_ upward; and that afflictions are the certain lot 
of chriſtians in particular, it ſnould be our con- 
cern to behave under them in a manner becom 
ing men and chriſtians, and ſo as that Gop may 
be glorified in us in the day of adverſity and 
our everlaſting happinieſs promoted. 
II. The temper and behavior Veromiiig 
ehriftizns! in ſuch eircumſtances are examplified 
in the behavior of the ſufferer mentioned in the 
text under a great diſtreſſing trial, expreſſed by 
how ae his eds SIO pov Are a ng, 


8 by the ſudden cog eyent ſo as to neg 
deprived of the power of ſpeech-—No=it- was a 
gracious, holy ſitence, the effect of a juſt: ſenſe 
of things, and founded i in a temper of mind e- 
qually oppoſite, on the one hand; to ſtupid in- 
ſenſibility, and on the other hand, to melancho- 
lie diſcontent, murmuring and outtageous 
grief. Theſe are the two ſinful extremes to 
+ which we are moſt expoſed in a ſtate of afflicti- 
on, againſt which therefore chriſtians are parti- 
_cularly cautioned in that affectionate exhortati- 
on; wad ſon deſpiſe not chou the chaſtening' of _ 


the 


(Outed: 


hs Lordoneither. faint-when thou att ate 

of him. When perſons under afflictions are 

ſtupid and unaffected, diſregard the operation 

of he divine hand 1 in ſuch events, and treat them 

as things which come to paſs by a fatal neceſſi- 

ty, or in the common courſe of nature and pur- 

ſue their worldly ſchemes and pleaſures as uſu- 

al, without any ſorrow for ſin, which has awa- 

kened the divine diſpleaſure. againſt them, or 

any concern that they may be benefitted by their 
afflickions, they deſpiſe the chaſtening of the 
Lord, and behave as if it were a ſmall thing to 

be corrected by the divine hand; and when 

perſons, in ſuch circumſtances, are overwhelm- 

ed with immoderate forrow, and ſink into deſ- 0 

pondency when their friends or worldly enjoy- 

ments are taken from them — when their beha- 

viour ſpeaks that language of diſtruſt in Go, 

and ſinful confidence in creatures; Je have ta- 

ken away my gods what have I left? may be 

ſaid to faint when they are rebuked of him. The 

medium between theſe extremes; a proper ſenſe 

of the hand of God, and a quiet ſubmiſſion to his 

moſt holy. will under affliction, is that temper 

of mind Which! is eſſential in the character of 

real chriſtians and to which all ſuch are in a 5 | 

prevailing degree formed by divine grace. : 

While nature ſhrinks from the ſtroke, and 

dictates that language; if it be poſlible let th, 

up. N 7 from me, belgien overcomes * xe: 


— 


luctaner of nature, and enables tent td ſay, nt 
my will, but thy will be done, Fur from rea 
pining under thy rebukes, or charging thee 
Woliſhly, as if thou wert unjuſt or cruel in thy 
dealings with me, I would lay my ſelf in the duſt 
at thy feet, and in ſilent ſubmiſſion adore the 
hand that ſinites me, humbly -acknowledging 
in thy awful and venerable preſence that I de- 
ſerve this and ten thouſand times more, and 
that it is of the Lord's mercy I am not utterly. 
_ eohſumed;” Such language is expreſſive. of 
that humility and reſignation. which become 
ſinful, unworthy, ill-deſerving creatures under 
the hand of Gop in affliction ; and the 
_ conſiderations which both reaſon and religion 
offer have a powerful tendency to form us to 
ſuch a temper and behavior in all circumſtances 
and under the heavieſt preſſure of affliction. as, 
I. Gov hath a abſolute right to us and to 
all our created enjoyments to diſpoſe of them as 
he pleaſes. Conſidered as a benefactor he is a ſove 
reign ofhis own favors & may beſtow the gifts of 
nature and providence on his creatures in ſuch 
"meaſures as he pleaſes and reſume them when 
ever it ſeemeth good unto him without doing 
any injuſtice to us; for we can advance no 
claim upon Gop by any merit of our own. We 
Are wholly indebted to his unmerited goodneſs 
ek.uxen for our being as well as for all the bleſſings 
of time and the happineſs of eternity. We had 


other right to friends er any temporal 
' oyments ut his Serge Plealure, and = 
he gives them to us he does not . alic 
right TT as men do jg: they confer. 08. 


vors on one another: with regard to, us, they 
are ooly lent enjoyments which he is 


he 


to entruſt Ein our uſe, benefit and. im- 
provement du * pleaſure : They Arg Al 
his property. rg molt abſolute. ſenſe, and h 
alone hath a Og to ſay, may I not do what I 
will with mine own? This is the reaſon * 55 
which Gop-enjoins upon us the duty of 281 5 . 
Hon to his will under afflictiye diſpenſations 
Be ſtill, and know that I am Gop, Know that 
I have an abſolute right to my creatures, and 
may do whatſoever pleaſeth me, in heaven and 
on earth, that it is not meet they ſhould ſay Ul 
to the almighty, why doſt thou ſo? But on the 
contrary ſhould quietly ſubmit to my will 45 = 
the. high ſovereign of the univerſe who may do 
f what F BEE, but who cannot do any pe | 


r 


It was a ſenſe of the abſolute right of Gop to 


_his creatures and his dominion over them, that 


formed the royal pſalmiſt to ſilence and ſub- 1 


miſſion under a ſevere ſtroke ofthe divine hand. 


I was dumb, and opened not my mouth, becauſe 
thou didſt it. And what conlideration. can be 


better fitted to ſilence every repinin 


„. 


and to form us to the moſt entire re ignation to 
Abe Anne 10 under the Wa 1 due 
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rr Friends and dhe loff of ed 8 ments? 
For if we believe that they are the fey of his 
unmerited good neſs, and that we hold them 
only by the tenure of his good pleaſure, how | 
unrea onable, how ungrateful would it be to re- 
Pine and murmur becauſe he takes away what 
is his own ; what we had no claim to, and 
which was lent us for our comfort and happi- 
neſs during his pleaſure? Is it not rather fit 
and becoming that we ſhould with grateful 
hearts acknowledge his unremitted lai eſs in 
giving us our friends and created enjoy ments, 
Tparing them to us fo long, and making them 
ſuch bleſſings to us, and quietly: reſign” them in- 
to his hands who is their only proprietor and 
Lord, when he ſees fit to call for them? With 
holy Job to ſay the Lord gave, the Lord hath 
taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord? 
And this will appear ſtill more reaſonable if, 
II. We conſider, that we are not only unde 
FE 5 " Sg, but ill deſerving ; not only have no 
>. _  *claimtodivine favors, by any merit of our own 
but juſtly deſerve all the effects of his diſplea- 
-fure for our multiplied offences committed a- 
'gainſt him. | 
Even if our character were 1 leck, we could 

not claim any ſpecial favors from Go on the 

. footing of perſonal merit, but in this caſe; muſt 

acknowledge that we are unprofitable ſervants, 
we have done only that which was our duty to 
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0 do: F Aga Therefore wood! Have: real 


LS to 


complain it Gop ſhould not beſtow upon us 


diſtinguiſhed bleſſings, nor, if he ſhould, to re- 


pine when they are taken from us; ; But when 


ve reflect that by our numberleſs offences a- 
gainſt Gop we have not only forfeited his ſpe- 
cial favor and protection but expoſed ourſelves 


to all that puniſhment that is the demerit of fin 
in this and in a future tate; muſt we not be ſen«. 


ſible that every, the leaſt bleſſing we enjoy, is an 


unmerited mercy? And inſtead of fainting un- 
der any affliction with which we are viſited, as 


it it were greater than our deſerts, have we not 
rather reaſon to adore the riches of divine good- 
_ Heſs, forbearance and long ſuffering, that G 
| hath not executed upon us all the fierceneſs of 
his anger, and made us compleatly miſerable? - 
For there is no condition of human life, howe- 


ver afflicted, but might be worſe conſiſtently 


with ſtrict juſtice. | Go might add poverty to . 
Pain, or pain to poverty, and the death of fur. 


viving friends to thoſe who are taken away; he 


might ſtrip us of every bleſſing and ſubject us 


to a ſtate of compleat miſery, and ſtill be juſt. 


Shall then a living man complain? A man for 5 


the puniſhment of his ſins ? Does it not rather 


become us, tho” we were in a ſtate of the deep- '* } 


eſt affliction, to praiſe Gop for the many re- : 


maining mercies we ſtill enjoy, and with hum 


dle gratitude to ac LI that we as re 


22 A further reaſon for fubmiſlion to Gap) 3 
his: perfect juſtice and holineſs in afflicting us, 
Tho be has an abſolute ſovereign power over 
| his creatures, to do with them as ſeemeth good 
unto him, yet ſuch is the perfection of ng nar 
e that he cannot do any thing that is wrong. 
ks almighty power in all its operations is in- 
yariably directed by unerring wiſdom and in- 
mite rectitude. It is true, in ſome acts of his 
idential government over the world EEG 
om? darkneſs ſeem to encompaſs him round " 
bout, and the reaſons of them are concealed 
from our view, ſo that we are unable to recon- 
cile them with our ideas of what is fit and beſt; 
but this is owing wholly to the imperfection of | 
our preſent ſtate, and the miſtaken rules by 
which we are apt to judge of the reaſon and 
Feneſs. of things. But tho' we are unable, by 
reaſon of our limited capacities. and great dark- 
_ neſs in our preſent ſtate to penetrate the rea- 
ons of many acts of the divine government, 
Vet this is a certain undeniable truth, that juſ- 
tice and judgment are the habitation of his 
.throne, and that the judge of all the earth can- 
not but do right. - And had we a juſt and full 
view of things we ſhould be fully ſatisfied = | 
-thoſe diſpenſations which at preſent appear 


| ian a Aanter ions are 1 Sunded} in the et 


Perſeck Ae, Juſtice 2 1 geodheb ad * 7 
dapted to promote the beſt and nobleſt purpo-- 
ſes. If fo if all the acts of the divine SN | 
Dover this: world are the reſult of Ct * 
5 erting wiſdom, and, inſinite in variable rectituge, 185 
if the glory of Gop and the happineſs of him 
holy creation ſhall be promoted by all things 
that ever come to paſs, as both reaſon ind ve . 
ligion aſſuxe us will be the conſequente, "have | 
we any cauſe for complaint or dejection under 
ſuch a government? What is there to find fault 
with, or what amendments could be made in ii 
conſtitution, laws or adminiſtration? Inſtead of 
fainting in our minds under any corrective * 
penſations, however ſevere and trying, or in- 
dulging immoderate grief, on the contrary, 
were our minds at all times poſſeſſed with a 
full belief and ſenſe that a being of abſolute per 
fection preſides at the head of the univerſe, and I 
that no events, reſpecting ourſelves, our friends 
or the world in general, however minute, or, in 
dur view, accidental, can take place without his 
knowledge permiſſion and agency, and that he x 


© ſhall all finally be ſubſervient to the beſt 85 
. ve ſhould ſee reaſon for continual exalted joy, +4 
even in a ſtate of the deepeſt adverfity—cPer- 51 Þ 


ally when it is conſidered, 
IV. Laftly that all our corrections are de- 
ſigned, and wiſely adapted by our merciful fa= 2 
, ther} in Nahen to * our beſt intereſu· - 


to mortify our e and wean our afs 8 
fections from creatures by our ſad care 
of their vaaity and emptineſs ta turn 
our thoughts and views to the things ofan eter-" 4 
nal ſtate, and by encreal ng in our heart ha- 
tred of fin, mag to Gop-and reſolutions for ho- 
ly obedience to prepare us for the everlaſting 
happineſs of that glorious world whichwill ſuc- 
ceed the darkneſs, trials and ſorrows of che pre- 
ſent ſtate. And this will be the happy effect 
of all our preſent trials, if we do not through 2 F 
proud inſenſibility, or obſtinate rebellious be- 
+ havior under the hand of God in them reſiſt his 
wiſe and gracious deſigns. Tribulation ſhall work 
patience, and patience experience, and exper 
ence hope Which will dot make aſhamed whit 
the love of Gov is ſhed abroad in the heart and 
diffuſes its ſanctifying influence thro* the wholeę 
life. Under the animating proſpect of eternal 
glory, thoſe who love and fear Gop, who Yult 
In his mercy, - ee e in hjs government and 
gare devoted to his ſervice, have reaſon at all. 
times & under the darkeſt ſcenes of providende 
to adopt that triumphant language Ae de 4 
Hig tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fr uit 
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the fields ſhall yield no meat; the flock ſhall be 4 
cut off from the fold, and there ſhall] be ng herd 
in the ſtalls: yet I will rejoice in the. Lord and 
Joy in the Gop. of 257 eee * 
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